Hundekjoreren

Leonhard Seppala

Asmund Kristiansen, som opprinnelig er fra Hamneidet, men né bosatt i Oslo, har laget et monter
av Leonhard Seppala.

Togo.Seppalas trofaste |
venn gjennom 12 ar.

Tilbakela 80 tusen km.  Kniven ma vare en paskjgnnelse for et avde mange hundelgp hanvar  Leonard Seppala
Eanit ledar b, vinner av. Kanskje det store rittet i 1925. e 191520

Leonard Seppala:Hundekjereriegenden

Fra Nord-Norge

|Leonard Seppala ble fedt 14-09-1877 i Skibotn i Nord Troms.

‘To &r etter flyttet familien til Skjervey ,hvor faren etablerte seg som
{smed,bygde et stort hus med smie og dreiv som smed og fisker.

Pd jakt etter lykken.

20 &r gammel reiste Leonard til Kristiania Han arbeidet pd Aker Mek. Verksted
og hos C.F. Andersen smie,hvor han tok sitt svennestykke. 1 Kristiania traff han
sin forste kjereste og de skulle gifte seg,men ungdomskjeresten dede,han reiste
hjem til Skjervay. 1 1899 leste han om gullfunnenc i Klondyke og i ir 1900
reiste han til Nome i Alaska pé gullgraving.PA jakt med hund og slede etter nye
gullfunn fikk han sitt ferste mote med trekkhunder.Et mete som fikk
avgjerende betydning for resten av hans liv.Siden deltok han i mange lep og ble
til slutt en ener. F
“Ka p med deden™

Vintean 7925 brue det ut difteri —epidem i Nore .Serum var det cneste som Seppalagarden 194045,
kunne hjelpe og det fantes i Nenana over 1200 km. borte og hundespann skulle

bringe serum frem til Nome.Seppala kjerte den i ppe i en forykend Ble revet 1954,

snestorm og tilbakela 530 km. den desidert lengste etappen.

Knivener funneti
Seppalagarden etterkrigen.
Mine foreldre og ndvaerened

eier Asm.kristiansen bodde der 1945-46.

1950. Siste Norge =Skibotn
og Skjervey besgk.Dode 1967
gravlagt i Nome Alaska.




LEONHARD SEPPALA
Born in Skiervoy, Norway, Sept. 14, 1877,
Height, 5 feet, 4 inches, Weight, 145 Ibs.
Nationality, Norwegian

Famous Alaskan musher and the world's greatest dog-team
racing driver-holder of a long string of Far North racing
records over the most dangerous and treacherous trails in the
Arctic regions, Won the last 3 All-Alaskan Sweepstakes, held
in 1913, 1916 and 1917 (408 miles each race), and has won
the Yukon Dog Derby twice. Won the Bordon Marathon,
96 miles, 385 vards, 4 times (record still standing, 1 hour,
50 minutes, 25 seconds); Ruby Derby, 68 miles (record); the
New England Point to Point race, 1927-28-29, 133 miles; the
Eastern International, Quebec, in 1929, 123 miles (record);
the Lake Placid race, 1928-29; the Poland Spring Maine race,
3 times, 25 miles; the Solomon burden race, 33 miles with
passenger, 2 hours, 40 minutes (record standing), won twice
(Nome); record between Nome and Fairbanks with passenger,
675 miles, 13 days.

Seppala was the outstanding hero of the great antitoxin race
to Nome during the 1925 diphtheria epidemic, carrying the
serum over the most perilous part of the trip in record-breaking
time, SPORTS CO. OF AMERICA

<LEDNHARD SEPPALA Dl 1, o Lo iy

DOG-TEAM RACING

THE IDITAROD AND ITS NORWEGIAN DOG MUS

MNothing symbaolizes Alaska so perfectly in the popular mind as a team
of huskies deawing a pack sled across the rundra

The dog sled originated in Siberia at beast 4000 years ago. Firse used by
Mative peoples, the sled and the use of dogs was later adopied o bong
distance travel by polar explorers such as, Fridtjof Mansen and Roald
Amundsen.

During the Alaska Gold Rush, dog mushing became the main means of
teansportation, Mail and supplies went in, pold went our. A famous trail
was the Iditarod, stretching from the coastal town of Seward 1o rhe
interior and northwest, to Nome on the Arcric coast

In the 1920s the Siberian husky was introduced 1o Alaska and became
the 11r~:'|n:.q.'r racing dog u.’l:-ng with the native malemute

Then in January, 1925 dogmushing captured world headlines when a
[Mpeheria epidemic broke out in Nome. Serum had to be brought in along
the Iditarod orail |!:l!,' mushers and their |1|}[:|i.. A relay team of drivers
delivered the medicine 670 miles from Nenana 1o MNome in 5 12 days,
saving the lives of hundreds of children

The mose Fvn,lcrliru_*nl drivers were pwo lel’“‘rﬂl.‘lrl\ wiho had come 1o
Alaska in search of pold, Leonhard Seppala from Skjervoy and Gunnar
Kaasen from Kvenangen. These two carried the medicine a longer
distance than any other musher in the relay: Kaasen 33 miles with his lead

i d dog Balto and Seppalz 91 miles with Toepo as the leader. Kaasen named
o - hiz lead dog after fellow Norwegian and then Alaskan miner, Samuel
LEONHARD SEPPALA GUNNAR EKAASEN Balto, a Lapplander who accompanied Fridjrofl Mansen on his crossing of
with TOGO with BALTO Greenland in | B35,

A bronze statue of the dog, Balto, stands in Central Park in New York,

Bleat q’l-’ri:..‘:a-i I{G'l = e 1 5 A film named “Balto™ was released in Hollywood by Universal Picoures in
Lt = T;:":;utl'.l -ﬂ-]i-'l-"illr'{'jlﬁa'.' o u.n'.r:Jt.f 1996,

q .” . = _ar Leonhard Seppala, already an accomplished skier, went on 1o become
=1y Chyistmas and COREXEE: Hlaska the most famous dog musher of his time. He won races all across Morth

¢:7q dfﬁf-".ﬁlf ,J_-,l"""zw {U'Eﬂ‘ America. In one vear he drove his dogs more than 7000 miles. A street in

the city of Anchorage was named in his honaor,

In 1973, the first ldicarod race of the modern era was held, 1049 miles
l h‘I I ‘_}L from Anchorage to Nome. Mow as in 1925, Norwegians are at the starting
line for *The Last Great Race”, the ultimate test for mushers and dogs
against the Alasks wilderness: (azm)
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